
 

Levi P. Dodge Middle School 

 

 

 
 

           School E-News 

December 13th, 2019 

 

  

 

4200 208th Street West Farmington, Minnesota 55024 | Phone: 651.460.1500 | Fax: 651.460.1510 

www.farmington.k12.mn.us | district@farmington.k12.mn.us 

 

District 192 serving all or parts of Farmington, Lakeville, Castle Rock, Eureka, Empire, Hampton, and Vermillion Townships 

 

Greetings to our DMS Community!   
 

TOYS FOR TOWN 
The Toys for Town bin has arrived!  Donations (new and unwrapped toys) can be dropped off in the office and 
will be accepted through Monday, December 16th 

 
NEW SCHOOL START TIMES APPROVED 
Over a year ago we began the process of evaluating our school day structure and considering a change to 
school start times to better serve student learning at every level. After many public discussions, holding 
community meetings, and collecting feedback, an official recommendation was brought to the School Board 
on December 9, 2019. At that meeting the proposed changes to school start times were unanimously 
approved by the School Board. Beginning in the fall of 2020 school hours for middle school students will be 
8:40 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Specific transportation information will be available over the summer. More information 
about these changes can be found on our website.  

 
BE PREPARED FOR INFLUENZA SEASON 
Influenza season is here.  Below is a quick review of symptoms and best practices.  Please also open the attached PDF or 

click HERE for an “Influenza Symptom Screening Tool for Parents and Caregivers” offered by the MN Department of 

Health. 
 
SYMPTOMS: FEVER – HEADACHE – FATIGUE – COUGH - SORE THROAT - BODY ACHES 
Influenza-like symptoms are defined as a temperature of 100 or greater AND either a cough or sore throat.   

 

PLEASE PROMOTE GOOD HYGIENE WITH: 

• Frequent hand washing with soap and warm water 

• Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or sleeve 

• Stay home when sick 

• Routinely clean and disinfect commonly touched surfaces (flu virus can remain on surfaces for up to 8 hours) 

LOST AND FOUND BIN  
The Lost and Found bin is overflowing with jackets, sweatshirts, lunch boxes, gloves, hats, clothes, etc!  Please 
encourage your student to look through the bin located in the main hall across from the office if they are missing 
anything.  Any items not claimed will be donated to charity over winter break. 

 
HOMEWORK HELP EVERY MONDAY AFTER SCHOOL! 
Homework Help is for students who need some extra time and support to complete homework and projects.   

 EVERY Monday from 2:30 to 4:00 in room 205 (Mrs. Agerter) 

 MUST have homework to complete 

 MUST arrange a ride home 

https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/news/what_s_new/changing_school_start_times_f_a_q
https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/news/what_s_new/changing_school_start_times_f_a_q
file://///cfs/DMSOffice/E-News/2019-2020/November/Influenza%20Symptom%20Screening%20Tool.pdf
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 FHS students available for extra support 

 
STAY SAFE IN WINTER WEATHER 
With temperatures dropping as winter settles in, we want to remind students and parents about the danger of not 

dressing appropriately for the weather.  The Center for Disease Control and Prevention point out that frostbite can set in 

less than a half hour to exposed skin in cold, windy conditions, so it is important for students to wear the appropriate 

clothing when waiting for a school bus or walking to school. That means wearing a hat, coat and gloves. We encourage 

parents to speak with their children about what to wear when it is cold out and what can happen without the proper 

precautions. 

 

WEATHER RELATED FLEXIBLE LEARNING DAYS 
As winter weather is once again upon us, we’d like to briefly review some key points regarding weather-related school 
closings and flexible learning days.   
 
The Decision to Close Schools  

• The closing of school for inclement weather is a serious matter. This type of decision impacts virtually everyone 
in the entire district. Student safety is the prevailing factor in reaching this decision. A decision on school closure 
is made as early as possible after consultation with officials from the Weather Bureau, county road crews, the 
District’s Buildings and Grounds Department, the bus company, and neighboring school district superintendents. 

• After-school activities: A decision regarding after-school activities will be made as weather and road conditions 
are monitored throughout the day 

• Kid Connection: If schools are closed for inclement weather, Kid Connection will also be closed.  
 
Communication of School Closings 
      If schools are closed due to inclement weather, families will receive an automated phone call via the School 
Messenger service. In anticipation of this, please make sure your contact information is up-to-date with the school 
office.   
     Announcements will be made on radio station WCCO and television stations WCCO, KSTP, KARE, and FOX, and the 
school district web page, www.farmington.k12.mn.us, prior to 6:30 a.m. that school will be closed. Students should not 
report to school but should engage in flexible learning activities as assigned.   
 
Flexible Learning Day Expectations  
     We are fortunate to be able to address a school closing very naturally, through flexible learning days. Our digital 
learning platform, 1:1 iPad deployment, and the fact that over 95% of our students have internet access in their home 
means that the learning does not stop. The first weather-related school closing of the year will be a flexible learning day. 
Here’s what to expect:  

• Learning activities will be posted no later than 10 a.m.  
• Activities are designed by teachers to be completed by learners with minimal adult support. 
• Teachers will be available digitally throughout these days via email and/or Schoology. 
• Due dates for these activities will be flexible.  
• Elementary teachers have been especially mindful of the amount of work assigned to our younger learners on 

flexible learning days. The anticipated work times for elementary students are listed below by grade level. If 
activities take longer than the times outlined below, please contact the teacher or building principals. 

o Kindergarten: 45 minutes - 1 hour 
o First Grade: 1-2 hours 
o Second Grade: 1 - 2 hours 

http://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/
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o Third Grade: 1.5 - 2.5 hours 
o Fourth Grade: 2 - 3 hours 
o Fifth Grade: 2 - 3 hours 

 
Learn More 
     Additional information about winter weather practices and flexible learning days is available on our district website 
under Families > Winter Weather Information. Should you have any questions about these procedures, please feel free 
to contact your building principal or the Superintendent's Office at (651) 463-5013. 
 
Farmington Area Public Schools  
20655 Flagstaff Avenue, Farmington, MN 55024 
Phone:  651-463-5000 
Email: distrist@farmington.k12.mn.us  

 
 
2020 MINNESOTA COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENTS (MCAS) 
At Farmington Area Public Schools, we are committed to providing our students with personalized learning experiences. 

To best achieve this, we regularly assess students’ growth. Various classroom and standardized assessments aid teachers 

in providing for individual instructional needs and identifying class trends. We strive to consider the whole picture when 

serving our students. Having multiple types of assessments helps provide a fuller picture of each student's needs. 

  

Farmington Area Public Schools administer two sets of large-scale standardized assessments: the Minnesota State 

Accountability tests and the NWEA MAP tests. We highly encourage you to read more about what each assessment 

provides for your student(s), and have provided a chart for this purpose: 

https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/learning/assessment/assessment_opt_out_info  

The website also includes links to opt out forms for Parents/Guardians who fully understand the purpose of the 

scheduled assessments and desire to exercise their right to request their student(s) not participate in them.  The form(s) 

must be completed and returned every year (even if you’ve submitted requests for previous years).  Please return the 

MCA form to your student’s school office by 3/15/2020.    

 

Please note:  Anytime a student is withheld from participating in an assessment by parent request, there will not be any 

instructional programming provided for the student while the rest of the class is taking the test(s). 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please call the DMS main office at 651-460-1500. 

 
Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Chris Bussmann, Principal   

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
ATTENDANCE LINE:  651-460-1505 
If a student will be absent, a parent/guardian must call Dodge Middle School’s attendance line at 651-460-1505 between 

7:00 AM and 8:15 AM each day of the absence. We ask that parents/guardians provide the reason for the absence at the 

https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/for_parents/winter_weather_information
https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/for_parents/winter_weather_information
http://farmington.k12.mn.us/
mailto:distrist@farmington.k12.mn.us
https://www.farmington.k12.mn.us/learning/assessment/assessment_opt_out_info
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time they call. The school determines if the absence falls within the excused or unexcused parameters. If the school does 

not receive a call from the parent/guardian the day of the absence, the student’s absence is automatically unexcused. 

To request a pre-excused absence, a parent/guardian needs to complete the online “Request to Waive Unexcused 

Status of Absence” form (a link to the form is provided here). 

 

You can access this link by visiting the Dodge Middle School webpage and clicking on the green icon located on the 

bottom right of the page titled “Pre-Arranged Absence”.  Below is the image of the icon on the DMS website: 

     
 

Please note that the form should be submitted at least 5 school days in advance of the absence.  

 

ASSIGNMENTS & HOMEWORK SHORTCUTS        
We’ve created a shortcut for you to view your child's weekly assignments and homework that are maintained in a 

Google Doc organized by grade level houses.  

 

You can access these shortcuts by visiting the Dodge Middle School webpage and clicking on the yellow icon located on 

the bottom right of the page titled “Assignments”.  Below is an image of the icon on the DMS website:   

         You can also click HERE. 

 

The most recent information is located at the top of the document while past week's information can be viewed by 

scrolling down the document. This information is also present through Schoology.  

 

Should you have a need to access specific assignments, please use your Parent Schoology Access Code or have your 

student visit the specific course in Schoology.  Questions related to specific assignments should be directed to your 

student's teacher. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec. 16th:            2nd Quinter Classes end for grades 6 & 7 

Dec. 23rd – Jan. 1st:   NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 

Jan. 2nd:   SCHOOL RESUMES 

Jan. 7th:   Parent Ambassador Meeting @ 6:00 pm – Media Center 

Jan. 13th:   Ms. Brewers 6th Grade Choir Concert at 6:30 pm @ FHS Recital Hall 
   Ms. Cieminski Mixed Choir (A2.1 and A2.2) Concert at 8:00 pm @ FHS Recital Hall 

Jan. 14th:   Ms. Brewers 7th Grade Choir Concert at 6:30 pm @ FHS Recital Hall 
   Ms. Cieminski 6th Grade Choir at 8:00 pm @ FHS Recital Hall 

Jan. 17th:   2nd Quarter Ends 

Jan. 20th:   NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Day 

Jan. 21st:   Grade 6 Band Concert at 6:30 pm @ FHS Recital Hall 
   Grade 7 Band Concert at 8:00 pm @ FHS Recital Hall 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/isd192.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGgwZTJOSTJLRzJXeTlsODM4Qk1kNmc6MQ#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/a/isd192.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGgwZTJOSTJLRzJXeTlsODM4Qk1kNmc6MQ#gid=0
http://dms.farmington.k12.mn.us/parent__student_resources/house_assignment___homework_shortcuts
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES HIGHLIGHTS 

We are always updating the Community Resources page on our website with new events and actives that support our 

Farmington community. Click to learn more! 

 

Farmington Community Education provides a variety of activities and services for you and your family. Programs include 

before and after school childcare, preschool, adult basic education, early childhood family education, and enrichment 

for youth and adults to support life-long learning. More information is available at www.farmingtonCE.com or by calling 

(651) 460- 3200. 

 

 

FREE LACROSSE CLINIC FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 8-14 

Farmington Lacrosse is hosting a free clinic on Saturday, Jan. 11th at Dodge Middle School Gym.  This clinic is 
for new players only with no lacrosse experience.  Please click go to www.farmingtonlacrosse.org or open the 
attached flyer to register! 
 
YOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL IGNITE CLUBS AND WINTER EXPERIENCES 

Our Youth Middle School IGNITE Clubs and Winter Experiences are viewable in our winter catalog and in the 
attached flyer.   Farmington Community Education is also running an “Early Bird Special” until December 20.  
 
View the full winter catalog here: https://indd.adobe.com/view/df191a2f-d069-4bba-a531-fb4aa9216b78 

Check out the adult and family friendly experiences including dog sledding! 
 

DAKOTA CITY – WHERE THE PAST IS PRESENT 

“An Old-Fashioned Holiday in the Village” will take place December 14th & 15th from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  To view more 

information please click HERE. 

 

IGNITE 

Looking for something to do after school? Cooking, Robotics, Art, Basketball, Chess, and more are starting after school 

this fall! Register for a club or try a demo you are interested in! IGNITE After School Clubs: 

http://bit.ly/192CEIGNITEafterschool    

 

http://k12.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=de9cfb4320f5984c972f1946a&id=bbe717cf57&e=2022a300d6
http://www.farmingtonce.com/
http://www.farmingtonlacrosse.org/
file://///cfs/DMSOffice/E-News/2019-2020/December/Middle%20School%20IGNITE%20Youth%20Clubs%20and%20Experiences.pdf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/df191a2f-d069-4bba-a531-fb4aa9216b78
file://///cfs/DMSOffice/E-News/2019-2020/September/Dakota%20City%20Pamphlet.docx
http://bit.ly/192CEIGNITEafterschool

